RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
have schools of engineering, law, medicine and divinity, the liberal arts and so on. The social groups tend to follow these lines with a distinctly narrowing influence. I think you have a much better arrangement and yet I cannot sec how it could be made to order. It is only history and tradition that make Trinity, St. John's and Caius all different and yet parts of one whole.
u Another survival which I envy you is the system of Fellowships, which I suppose was the source of some abuse in the past. But I believe it is on the whole the best means of promoting research and sound scholarship which could be devised. . . . If you can keep your Fellowship system from being reformed too much, you will be fortunate among the universities of the world." " Your social life struck me as much richer and fuller than ours, really we seem to work too much to enjoy each other's society and yet we do not get so much done as you. I don't understand it altogether : a laboratory in this country in which nobody ever began work before to A.M. or worked later than 6 in the evening would serve as a terrible example of sloth and indolence. I do not sec how you can get so much work done and, yet have time to live so pleasantly and unhurriedly/* "I have never seen a laboratory in which there seemed to be so much independence and so little restraint on the man with ideas."
The election of a man of science to the Fellowship of the Royal Society of London, the most important scientific society in this country, is a proof that his work has been of exceptional importance and merit. This honour has been conferred upon many of those who worked in the Cavendish Laboratory while I was Professor. See Appendix,
A large number of students who worked at the Cavendish Laboratory whilst I was Professor were elected 144